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Ladies and Gentlemen:

Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks (FWP) is proposing to restore native aquatic species to the French
Creek watershed in the Big Hole River drainage. Native fish restoration would consist of the
construction of a fish migration barrier on French Creek near the downstream boundary of the
Mount Haggin Wildlife Management Area (WMA). This fish barrier would consist of an earthen
dam with a concrete spillway that forms a small waterfall and precludes upstream fish passage.
Upstream of the fish barrier are more than 40 miles of stream that currently contain fish. Once the
fish barrier is in place, non-native trout (brook trout and rainbow trout) would be removed from the
stream using the piscicide rotenone in the formulation of CFT Legumine (5% rotenone). Once non-
native fish are removed, native westslope cutthroat trout (WCT) and Arctic grayling would be
stocked into the stream.

An Environmental Assessment detailing this multifaceted project was released on April 29, 2016,
for public comment. At that time, a total of 2 written comments were received and a Decision
Notice (DN) was issued and signed on June 13, 2016. Subsequently, it was discovered that
landowners within and immediately downstream of the project area had been accidentally omitted
from the mailing list for the initial public comment period. A second announcement was generated
and sent to these landowners, and the comment period was extended to allow for input from the
landowners that were missed. No additional written comments were received, and the original DN
was not modified. In the fall of 2017 as the fish barrier portion of the project was put out to bid,
FWP staff became aware of some additional questions and concerns from local landowners
regarding the project. A public meeting was held in Wise River, MT, on 8/31/17, and FWP heard
these concerns. In response to these questions and concerns, FWP performed additional analyses,
made some changes to the proposed plan for native fish restoration, and produced a Supplementary
Analysis. The Supplementary Analysis included only the native fish restoration portion of the
overall French Creek Watershed Restoration. The analysis was released for public comment on
3/30/18, and a public meeting was held on 4/26/18 at the Copper King Hotel in Butte. Verbal and
written comments were received at this meeting, and requests were made to extend the comment
period an additional 30 days. An extension was made and comments were received until 5/31/18
when the comment period closed. During the comment period, several news stories were run on the
project and several editorials were submitted to the Montana Standard. The project was also noticed
in the Montana Standard and Dillon Tribune.

A total of 63 comments were received (35 in favor of the project, 26 opposed (including a
petition signed by 193 people), and 2 neutral comments).

These comments are attached as Appendix A. Responses to these comments follow this cover
letter. Comments were grouped according to a topic and addressed under the heading for that
particular topic. Comments of similar nature were combined and addressed under a single
comment. FWP’s responses to these comments follow each comment. No new issues were
raised that were not addressed in the original EA, Supplemental Analysis, or that could not be
addressed in this document.

After having considered these comments and potential benefits and the potential drawbacks of the
proposed project, it is my decision to proceed with the proposed restoration actions in the French




Creek watershed. It is also my decision that the EA remains the appropriate level of analysis for
this project. This type of fish restoration project is relatively common. FWP has successful
completed similar projects in 21 streams within Region 3 in the last decade. FWP conducted 11
projects in the Big Hole drainage in recent years. FWP staff is experienced, trained and certified in
application of Rotenone. There are no long-term, significant impacts of the project that either
cannot be mitigated for or that are deemed beneficial, such as native fish restoration in French
Eradle

Questions regarding these Decision Notices should be mailed to:

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
French Creek Restoration

Attn: Jim Olsen

1820 Meadowlark Ln.

Butte, MT 59701

Or e-mailed to: jimolsen@mt.gov
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Region Three Supervisor
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